


About the project

Geographical area: Cascais, Portugal

Total budget: 3 898 228,28 €
EU co-financing: 2 338 936 97 € (60%)

Start Date: 1 October 2023
End date: 30 September 2029

Coordinator: EMAC - Cascais Municipal Environmental 
Company, E.M., S.A. (Cascais Ambiente)

Associated partners: 
Municipal Civil Protection Service of Cascais (SMPC-C)
Institute for Nature Conservation and Forests (ICNF)



THE LANDSCAPE WE HAVE

Pressure variations due to orography cause 

strong, dry winds with a whirlwind effect in 

the south

• Strong summer winds, warm and dry (“nortada”)



Aproximadamente 2000 artigos rústicos 
com área média de 1 ha

• 60% terrenos privados, maioria sem gestão

• Ventos fortes de verão, secos e quentes (nortada)

THE LANDSCAPE WE HAVE 

Approximately 2,000 rural holdings with an 

average area of 1 hectare

• 60% privately owned land, mostly unmanaged



LAND USE EVOLUTION



• High visitation pressure and densely populated villages 

within the Park

Around 300,000 visitors in 2023. In 2024, 

around 101,000 just at Quinta do Pisão

THE LANDSCAPE WE HAVE



• High visitation pressure and densely populated villages

• 60% private land, mostly unmanaged

• Strong, dry, and hot summer winds

Increase in the number, extent, and 

recurrence of wildfires, damage caused 

and investment in firefighting

Pedra Amarela – Rural fire (2023)



THE LANDSCAPE WE WANT

Biscaia valleys



Pisão – Sorraia horses (2022)

Resilient to rural fires and 
biological invasion

With nature and biodiversity 
values protected and well 
preserved

Where recreational and
leisure activities complement
nature conservation

With integrated management 
involving private landowners



Shrub management Natural pastures

Native forestRiparian galleries

Forage crops

Dune system
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OBJECTIVES

• Ecological restoration of riparian galleries 

• Control of exotic invasive species 

• Increase soil moisture content and water retention

• Retardant and firebreak effect in the case of rural 

fires

RIPARIAN GALLERIES



BEFORE

AFTER





OBJECTIVES

• Restoration of native deciduous forest 

• Control of exotic invasive species 

• Promote natural regeneration, water retention and 

infiltration

• Increase the resilience of native forests in response 

to rural fires

NATIVE FOREST
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OBJECTIVES 

• Ecological restoration of the dune system 

• Control of invasive exotic species and protection 

of endemic flora

• Provide natural horizontal discontinuity

• Retardant effect in the case of rural fire

DUNE SYSTEM
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OBJECTIVES

• Promote alternating (mosaic) horizontal discontinuity

• Increase the complexity of the ecosystem 

• Retarding effect on the progression of rural fires

• Opportunity for positioning combat assets

SHRUB MANAGEMENT



YEAR 1

YEAR 2

YEAR 3

YEAR n

Motor-manual action and 
prescribed fire in the short 
term, supported by 
herbivory in the medium 
and long term







OBJECTIVES

• Promote horizontal discontinuity

• Increase the complexity of the ecosystem

• Control of invasive alien species

• Retarding effect on rural fire progression

• Opportunity for positioning combat assets

FORAGE CROPS



YEAR 1

YEAR 2

YEAR n

Motor-manual action and 
prescribed fire in the short 
term, supported by 
herbivory in the medium 
and long term





OBJECTIVES

• Promote horizontal discontinuity at strategic points

• Increase the complexity of the ecosystem

• Control of invasive alien species

• Retarding effect on the progression of rural fire and 

opportunity for positioning combat assets

NATURAL PASTURES



YEAR 0

SPRING

SUMMER

Motor-manual action and 
prescribed fire in the short 
term, supported by 
herbivory in the medium 
and long term
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Joint Management Area (ZIF) with 2343.4 ha                         
Forest Management Plan



CONTACTS

liferesland.com

Project manager

Débora Henriques
debora.henriques@cascaisambiente.pt

More information:

liferesland@cascaisambiente.pt



Quinta do Pisão

THANK YOU!
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